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Upcoming Events: April 23: Jared Diamond visits EWU. Diamond will be on the 
Cheney campus to deliver a 
lecture on his book “Collapse” 
at 1 p.m. in Showalter Audito-
rium. At 7 p.m., he will lecture 
at the Martin Woldson Theater 
at the Fox on his book “The 
World Until Yesterday.”
April 29-May 6: Sexual Assault 
Awareness Week is sponsored 
by EWU Health, Wellnes and 
Prevention Services. More info: 
http://tinyurl.com/pcmkf3d
April 22: Every Day is Earth 
Day. Events will be occuring 
on campus, starting at 10 a.m. 
with the Recycling Center Rib-
bon Cutting Ceremony and a 
WALL-E movie showing out-
side Anderson Hall. For more 
info, turn to page 2 for a full list 
of events.
April 22: 17th Annual HOME 
Childcare Scholarship Fund-
raiser Tea: The event starts at 2 
p.m. in 207 Monroe Hall. 
April
April 22: Best of Winter Quar-
ter Junior Film Screening: The 
Film Department presents “The 
Best of Winter Quarter,” screen-
ing feature works from the 
Junior EWU class. The screen-
ing will run about 60 minutes in 
length and will include a variety 
of short films and documenta-
ries. This event is free & starts at 
3 p.m in the RTV building. The Republican Party is struggling and people are 
rooting for Clinton because of her gender, page 5
OPINION: Republicans and Clinton need to think
For the 17th year in a 












ries of free 
workshops, seminars, pan-
els, performances, competi-
tions and readings hosted by 
EWU to celebrate and foster 
literary efforts in the Spokane 
area from April 20-26. 
The mission statement 
says the purpose of the 
Get Lit! Festival “is to 
engage the Inland North-
west community in a cel-
ebration of the written 
word and to encourage 
discussion.” The festival 
celebrates different genres 
of literature and publica-
tion, from poetry slams to 
comic books to academic 
research. 
Julie Neuffer, a his-
tory professor at EWU, is 
presenting on her recently 
published book “Helen 
Andelin and the Fascinat-
ing Womanhood Move-
ment.” “It is my first year 
and let me just say that I 
am delighted that I was 
asked to speak,”she said.
The events are occurring 
in a variety of locations, in-
cluding EWU’s campus, 
Spokane Falls Community 
College, Spokane Commu-
nity College and Gonzaga 
University. The bulk of the 
events are taking place at the 
Spokane Convention Center, 
with some events at smaller, 
more local venues such as 
The Bartlett, Barrister Win-
ery and Auntie’s Bookstore.
From the list of vis-
iting authors, there are 
plenty of well-known Spo-
kanites, such as Sherman 
Alexie, Walter Kirn and 
Jess Walter, but the festival 
highlights many less well 
known and recently pub-
lished authors as well. Ad-
mission to all events, ex-
cept workshops, is free for 
students with valid ID, but 
according to the confer-
ence website, spots fill up 
quickly and are based on 
available space. For those 
without student IDs, tick-
ets to special events can be 
bought online through the 
GetLit! website. 
The festival also hosts a va-
riety of creative writing work-
shops for those looking for 
feedback on their work or to 
expand their skillset. The tick-
ets for these workshops are 
$20 with a student ID and $30 
without. However, the Get 
Lit! website emphasizes that 
registration spaces are limited 
and tend to sell out quickly. 
The tickets for Get Lit! work-
shops can be purchased on 
brownpapertickets.com.
However, the majority 
of the Get Lit! events are 
free and open to the pub-
lic, offering literature for 
every kind of taste. With 
musical and theatrical 
performances, a plethora 
of local writing talent and 
such variety in venues, 
there’s an event in the fes-
tival for everyone.




Recycling Center recognized on Earth Day
April 22 is the 45th year 
Earth Day has been cele-
brated and EWU is honor-
ing it with its annual Earth 
Day Fair.
Earth Day was found-
ed by Gaylord Nelson in 
1970 as part of a political 
movement to increase the 
number of environmental 
protection policies after 
the Santa Barbara oil spill 
in 1969, according to Earth 
Day Network (EDN), an or-
ganization focused on pro-
moting civic engagement. 
Unlike previous years, 
this Earth Day’s events be-
gin with a ribbon cutting 
ceremony, led by Univer-
sity President Mary Cul-
linan, Ph.D., and an open 
house for Eastern’s new 
recycling center located in 
parking lot 12.
Karen Wichman, direc-
tor of facilities services, 
said the open house is to 
show people the new fa-
cility and to open it up to 
the public by letting them 
know about the center’s 
operations. 
“To see our recycling 
operation and what we do 
on this campus, it’s pretty 
amazing,” said Wichman.
Wichman said it was pre-
dicted the recycling center 
will manage 450 tons of recy-
clable material this year.
The Cheney recycling 
center and the EWU center 
operate differently, said 
Wichman; Eastern collects 
and processes all of East-
ern’s recycling, which in-
cludes the items recycled 
at the dorms. 
According to Todd 
Ablemen, Cheney public 
works director, Cheney has 
no hand in the operations of 
Eastern’s recycling center.
EWU’s center can accept 
any metals from on campus 
and from the Cheney com-
munity, according to Wich-
man, because they have a 20 
yard dumpster in the back 
where metals are stored.  
Wichman said Eastern 
began its recycling pro-
gram in 1989 and all the 
recyclable material from 
Eastern used to be taken 
down to Cheney’s recy-
cling center where facilities 
service members would 
help sort it.
When the Cheney Re-
cycling Center program 
began to scale back, Wich-
man said Eastern acquired 
a small building on cam-
pus to sort the recyclables.
“And we just outgrew 
that so dramatically,” said 
Wichman. 
In 2011, the facilities ser-
vices began campaigning 
for a larger space, which 
they are now moved into.  
By Katie Dunn
staff writer
EARTH DAY-PAGE 2Illustration by Joseph Weeden
Earth Day is celebrated all over the world.
Illustration by Lauren Campbell
Get Lit! events start April 20 in Cheney and Spokane.
Get Lit! Festival celebrates literature, art
New location open to the public with larger space providing growth 
Alfreda Lenoix is not 
a particularly tall woman, 
but her presence is as big 
and warm 





L e n o i x , 
or Reverend 
Freda as some of her friends 
call her, offered Pride Week 
keynote addresses at 10 a.m. 
in Monroe 207 and at 4 p.m. 
on the Riverpoint campus 
and she had advice to offer 
students as part of her talk ti-
tled “The Joy in the Journey.”
“I invite you to go to 
hell, and I invite you to go 
first class,” said Lenoix, as 
she shared her own personal 
journey through a difficult 
coming-of-age, a heterosex-
ual marriage which eventu-
ally ended and the process 
of accepting herself as an 
individual and a lesbian. 
Lenoix then proceeded to 
explain to her audience the 
various definitions of hell 
she experienced. 
Born in Kansas, Mis-
souri, in 1955, Lenoix left 
home at the age of 17 to find 
a father she never knew. 
“Hell is realizing you 
were conceived during the 
booty call.”
Lenoix moved to Los 
Angeles, California, hop-
ing to foster a relationship 
with her father, a process 
she said was rooted in 
the desire to find her own 
identity through family 
story and history. The rela-
tionship did not work out 
but Lenoix was still able to 
form identity for herself. 
“The joy in the journey is 
recognizing I am more than 
the story,” said Lenoix. “My 
reality today is I am here. I 
am proud. I am Black. I am 
woman. I am lesbian.” 
As Lenoix spoke, the 40 
or so students and faculty 
who came to hear her oc-
casionally murmured with 
agreement, harkening to 
the church atmosphere 
with which Lenoix is quite 
familiar. Lenoix was or-
dained, openly lesbian, in 
1995 and served as a minis-
ter in the Unity Fellowship 
Church in Los Angeles, 
earning the honorific “rev-
erend.” She resigned in 
2002 when she realized she 
did not “fit into the frame-
work,” said Lenoix. 
Lenoix is fond of say-
ing, “Religion is for people 
who are afraid of going to 
hell. Spirituality is for peo-
ple who have already been 
there.” The quote even ap-
pears at the top of her bio on 












“It is my first year 
and let me just say 
that I am delighted 
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Do you miss riding since you started college?
You can ride at Relational Riding Academy!
www.RelationalRidingAcademy.com
3174 W Anderson Rd Cheney, WA 99004
Just 15 min from Campus
Call for an appointment 
with a certied instructer
509.290.4301
Possible work exchange opprotunities
Garden Manor Apartments
Cheney’s Best Value
Studio- 3 Bedrooms 
$395-$850
720 West 1st street
(509) 235 6526 
gardenmanor@centurylink.net
@EasternerNews  How do you celebrate Earth Day? Let us know on Twitter.
The campus mall has a 
new appearance; the blossom-
ing cherry trees that once en-
compassed the campus mall 
are gone. 
The removal of the the 
flowering, ornamental cherry 
blossom trees was not because 
of some new building project 
but the result of their dam-
aged trunks and the poor lo-
cation they were originally 
placed in.
“We were very sad to see the 
trees go,” said Jeff Toulou, land-
scape maintenance supervisor 
for EWU. “They were diseased 
and damaged, and it came to a 
point where we just needed to 
remove them.”
Toulou said the number one 
reason the trees were taken out 
was because they had sunscald.
According to The Seattle 
Times, sunscald occurs on win-
ter days when temperatures 
warm up. This causes the sap in 
trees to flow, and when the tem-
perature drops again, the sap 
freezes and splits open the bark.
Toulou said when ornamen-
tal cherry blossom trees are 
planted around hard surfaces 
like bricks, concrete or asphalt, 
the reflection of the sun will also 
warm up the trees’ cells, letting 
moisture in, which can freeze 
and cause sunscald. 
“Years and years ago when 
they put that mall together, I 
don't think they were thinking 
how well that tree was going to 
do in the space,” said Toulou. 
“They planted those trees in 
these concrete rings, which are 
fairly small, so the roots were 
unable to grow.” 
Toulou said the other prob-
lem was the irrigation system 
designed to feed those trees 
never worked properly, so the 
trees were not getting as much 
water as they needed.
Dahir  “D.J.” Jigre, ASEWU 
President, said the university 
did everything it could to save 
the trees. One attempt included 
wrapping the trunks to expand 
the trees’ lives.  
“I agree with my fellow 
students and peers that they 
were a huge part of the cam-
pus, especially the campus 
mall,” said Jigre. “However, 
the university will be making 
sure to put healthy trees [on 
campus] that will survive in 
our weather conditions.”
Though the cherry blossoms 
are gone from the campus mall, 
Toulou said trees are being add-
ed around campus.
The landscape maintenance 
team has bought 14 trees so 
far, according to Toulou. Some 
were already planted: one near 
the campus mall, one by Mon-
roe Hall and two by Showalter 
Hall and two will be placed 
near the visitor’s center. More 
trees are planned to be pur-
chased in the fall. 
Toulou said at least three 
of these additions are also 
flowering cherry trees, which 
should thrive in the less 
harsh conditions. 
“I don’t think there is a good 
way that we can replace those 
trees because those roots travel 
everywhere down there, unless 
we tore out the whole mall, all 
those brick surfaces, and redid 
the irrigation to make it work,” 
said Toulou. “So for now, we 
plan on just keeping them cov-
ered with the pavers and having 
a big, open space.”
By Katie Dunn
staff writer
Illustration by Lauren Campbell
Campus mall purged of dying trees Pride Week 
soon to  




Awareness and education are the 
keys to getting more students to recy-
cle, according to Wichman. 
She said there is a continuous effort 
to try to educate student groups through 
custodial staff, the recycling department 
and the trucking department. Large cam-
paigns are usually made during the fall 
quarter, especially in the dorms. 
Recycling is promoted at Eastern foot-
ball games, said Wichman, and facilities 
services just finished up with Recyclema-
nia, a national competition.
“So there’s all things to try and excite 
people,” said Wichman.    
At the EWU recycling center they are 
able to compact a lot of recyclables, said 
Wichman, which can be held onto until 
there is a better market price.
“Basically anything that you can think 
of we want to see it go to recycling or re-
used somewhere, instead of in the gar-
bage,” said Wichman.
Cherry blossoms got  
sunscald
Years and years ago when they put that mall together, I don’t think 
they were thinking how well that tree was going to do in the space.
Jeff Toulou




“Basically anything that 
you can think of we want 
to see it go to recycling or 
reused somewhere, instead 
of in the garbage.”
Karen Wichman
Director of facilities services
For more information on the 
Cheney recycling center, visit
  
www.CityofCheney.org
There are three days and six 
events left in this year’s Pride Week 
as of April 22  morning, and it is big-
ger than ever be-






said she agrees 
and expects this 
year’s Pride Week 
to “have more en-
gaged students be-
cause of the work 
the Pride Center has done to bring forth 
issues such as gender neutral bath-
rooms and the importance of a more 
centralized Pride Center.”
“The goal for Pride week is to 
raise awareness and celebrate the LG-
BTQ students that are on the EWU 
campus,” said Sandra Williams in an 
email interview. “The Pride Center 
provides entertainment, education 
and workshops that address issues 
that are of importance to the LGBTQ 
community as we work to make EWU 
a more welcoming and inclusive cam-
pus for all students.”
April 20 kicked off the week with 
the Faces of Pride event, a photo dis-
play at the Campus Mall featuring al-
lies on the EWU campus. The event 
originated last year but was so popu-
lar, the Pride Center decided to do it 
again. This year, there were so many 
faculty and staff  members asking to 
have their photo featured in the dis-
play that Williams was concerned 
there would not be enough time to in-
corporate them all.
On April 21, Alfreda Lenoix, 
Pride Week keynote speaker, a minis-
ter and author of “Go To Hell”, spoke 
insightfully about the struggles she 
endured with her sexual orientation 
and spirituality as well as her journey 
to self acceptance.
There was also bi/pan/a-sexuality 
bingo on April 21 in Showalter Hall 
that was designed to educate stu-
dents, yet be fun and engaging..
At 10 a.m. on April 22 in Harg-
reaves 119, a panel of LGBTQ seniors 
and young adults called “Then vs 
Now” will have a discussion about 
what it was like to grow up LGBTQ 
decades ago compared to what it’s 
like today. Williams said she is par-
ticularly excited for this event, expect-
ing it to be “incredibly insightful and 
hopefully uplifting for LGBTQIA stu-
dents and campus as a whole.”
Also on April 22, there will be 
a drag show starring a local drag 
queen. He will host a workshop at 3 
p.m., teaching students 
PRIDE WEEK-PAGE 4
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Then vs. Now: LGBTQ Se-
niors and Youth Panel 
Seniors and youth from 
the community will discuss 
similarities and differ-
ences in their experience 
as members of the LGBTQ 
community.
10 a.m. | Hargreaves 119
Student Drag Workshop 
and Student Drag Show: 
The Pride Center will teach 
students the art of drag at 
a “how to” workshop, fol-
lowed by a show wherein 
students showcase their 
newfound knowledge. 
3 p.m. | PUB 204
Concert by Eryn Woods:
Popular at Pride Festivals 
across the US, early 20s 
sing Eryn Woods will offer 
her own brand of eclectic 
pop-punk at a concert on 
the Campus mall. 
Noon | EWU Campus Mall
How to be an LGBTQ Ally: 
The weekly Eagle Pride 
meeting will feature a 
workshop hosted by 
MEChA on the skills 
necessary to be a good 
LGBTQ ally.
4 p.m.| Pride Center
The Pride Center invites 
students to celebrate the 
end of Pride Week at their 
Diversity Dance and Rain-
bow Social. “Be who you 
are and dance with who 
you choose.”
6 p.m.| PUB 354
April 22 April 22 April 23 April 23 April 24
For more information and a full listing of EWU events, visit ewu.edu for a current list
review
review
Photo contributed by Benjamin True
College to Photography
Benjamin True journeys to his next artistic outlet
Spokane is convention-
ally painted in a rather be-
smirched light; to numer-
ous outsiders it is a nest of 
delinquency, methamphet-
amines, and pothole — rid-
den roads. 
However, to former EWU 
student Benjamin True, Spo-
kane is a sanguine home of 
hidden beauty. Even the 
darkest of alleys can lay ref-
uge to a glimmer of simple 
grandeur. 
About a year ago Benjamin 
was inspired by this candid 
notion while on a trip to Mani-
to park with his family. The el-
egance of the park cracked his 
eyes open to the beauty sur-
rounding and influenced his 
project “Beautiful Here.” 
True’s goal for the project 
is as simple as the beauty it 
captures: to paint the city of 
Spokane and the surrounding 
areas in an auspicious light.
“Beautiful Here” is an 
ongoing project segmented 
into chapters — each chap-
ter has a specific focus, with 
chapter one focusing on the 
flora of Gaiser Conservatory 
in Manito park. 
Out of hundreds of pho-
tographs, only 35 made the 
cut and those images man-
aged to capture a sense of 
the surreal experience that is 
Manito Park.
According to True, a new 
chapter to “Beautiful Here” 
is being added each month 
or so, with chapter two com-
ing in May. 
In an attempt to capture 
the inclusive ambiance of 
eastern Washington, True has 
a few other chapters planned 
that could possibly cover 
Bowl and Pitcher park, down-
town Spokane and possibly 
even Cheney. He is planning 
to shift his focus from simply 
the flora of the land to a focus 
on topography and possibly 
even models.
Focus is a crucial element 
in True’s photography. His 
style is simple, yet profound. 
He likes to think small 
— start with a single subject 
— and shift the focus of his 
photographs to see the effect 
it has on the subject. This is a 
style that is a result of True’s 
inherent and informal as-
certainment of his abilities. 
Without any traditional edu-
cation in the field of photog-
raphy, his talent was permit-
ted to grow naturally: just as 
his subjects. 
True first discovered his 
love for photography dur-
ing his junior year in high 
school. He took a trip to 
Italy and Greece over the 
summer of 2010. His father 
had previously purchased a 
digital S.L.R. for recreational 
purposes and True was al-
lowed to take it with him on 
the trip.
He took pictures of every-
thing and soon enough his 
heart had replaced the meta-
phorical film. He began tak-
ing pictures of everything he 
possibly could, from doing 
senior pictures for his school 
to capturing love as a wed-
ding photographer.
It wasn’t until last sum-
mer that he realized this 
passion could be something 
more. During a trip with 
his family to Manito Park, 
he noticed everyone taking 
pictures with their phones 
and that notion sparked a 
thought in him: he could 
capture this beauty more ef-
ficiently than a phone’s stock 
camera could and what’s 
more, he could capture the 
beauty of Spokane. A place 
that is so often painted neg-
atively, perhaps he could 
paint it a different hue.
Music is an inextricable part of our 
lives. It is woven and worked into al-
most every facet of our society. Hu-
mans have been creating music for 
almost as long as there have been hu-
mans. But were we the first? Are we the 
only musicians on this world?
Professor George Halekas, a wildlife 
biologist and conser-
vationist, believes 
music goes beyond 
the human sphere 
and represents some-
thing more sublime.
In his presentation 
on April 15, Halekas 
examined both the 
music of nature and 
the nature of music. 
He spoke about how music influences 
our lives and changes our views.
“I’ve got a lifelong interest in mu-
sic,” said Halekas. “It’s powered to in-
fluence all of our human emotions.”
Halekas has made it his study to ex-
plore the relationship between nature 
and music.
“I suppose it’s my way of honoring 
the biologists who have made ground-
breaking discoveries and the modern 
musicians who are using their music to 
broaden the whole spectrum,” he said.
The presentation itself began with 
the gentle cacophony of a Central Af-
rican rain-forest. Birdsong battled for 
attention over the low buzz of the ci-
cadas. Thousands of creatures, insect, 
reptile and mammal, chattered and 
chirped in the underbrush, all contrib-
uting some to the overall medley.
Animals and insects were not the 
only inhabitants of the rain-forest, 
however. Soon, a warbling harmony of 
human voices added themselves to the 
soundscape. The pygmy tribes of the 
forest were on the hunt.
“Everything in the forest has a spirit 
that they need to mindful and respect-
ful of,” Halekas said. “Their songs are 
as much a part of the forest’s sound as 
any of the animals.”
The pygmies paid close attention to 
the sound of the forest for other rea-
sons as well, as Halekas was quick to 
point out: “Their attention to the noise 
of their surroundings could be the dif-
ference between finding enough food 
to feed their family and becoming food 
for some other predator.”
The presentation went on to cover 
other sounds and parts of the world. 
Halekas discussed the nuances of
The premiere of season 5 of Game 
of Thrones was generally well received, 
although got some criticism for being a 
little slow. Much of 
the pacing remains 
the same in the second 
installment, although 
there does seem to be 
a little improvement 
along the way. 
If it is a sign of things 
to come, then the next 
episodes are only going 
to get better. The episode 
felt somewhat long, but there were certainly 
some pretty interesting moments within.
One of the more satisfying moments of 
the episode took place in the council cham-
ber when Cersei Lannister’s uncle Kevan 
completely undermines her authority. 
I enjoy seeing little jabs at her, whittling 
away at what little power she has left. She 
is not a very compelling character, and 
most of the time when she gets a scene I 
can't wait until we move out. King’s Land-
ing is too mired in politics compared to 
the rest of the Game of Thrones world, 
and Cersei is right in the middle of it.
Similarly, Danny is wading through the 
muck of politics in Mereen as well, when 
a former slave takes the law into his own 
hands and murders one of her prisoners. 
She is caught between a rock and a 
hard place, having to either execute the 
former slave and alienate her most loyal 
followers, or ignore the rule of law and 
take one step closer to tyranny herself. For 
some reason, though both King’s Landing 
and Mereen are much more political than 
other parts of the world, Danny’s plotlines 
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“Game of Thrones” returns
Illustration by Joseph Weeden
Game of Thrones airs on HBO Sundays at 9 p.m.
Chris Mudd







A wallet was found in a trashcan in LA Hall and turned in to the po-
lice. Despite cash and gift cards having been taken, the individual’s 




Officers followed the smell of marijuana to a dorm room on the ninth 
floor of Pearce Hall where six students were gathered. The occupant 
denied a search on the basis that there was no marijuana in the room 
and explained that the smell must have come from an individual who 
had just left the room. He refused to give the identity of the individual 
because this person is not allowed on campus. The occupant was then 





A university employee discovered that someone had attempted to 
steal one of the John Deere Gator 4x4s outside the Phase Building. The 
window had been left open, and there was evidence that an unsuc-
cessful attempt had been made to jimmy the lock. This caused $300 in 




Officers encountered and ran the name of a suspicious individual 
at the PUB who has had previous contact with the police. He had a 
$1,000 warrant, so he was taken into custody.
@EasternerOnline - What are your thoughts on Game of Thrones thus far? Tweet us.

























EWU, Isle Hall 102
Cheney, WA 99004
The first copy of The East-
erner is free. Additional 
copies may be purchased 
at Isle Hall 102 during staff 
hours.
If you would like to place 
an ad or classified ad, call 
509-359-7010, FAX 509-









































All content in The Easterner 
is either produced or cho-
sen by EWU students. Our 
goal is to provide relevant 
information to the students, 
faculty, staff and residents of 
the communities surround-
ing EWU.
If you have a tip, letter to the 
editor, press release or an 
idea for a story, please call 
The Easterner tip line at 509-
359-6270 or the general of-
fice line at 509-359-4318.
The Easterner publishes a 
weekly print version as well 
as web content during the 
week at www.EasternerOn-
line.com. The Easterner is 
distributed throughtout the 
Cheney campus and business 
district as well as Riverpoint 
and various Spokane busi-
nesses. If you would like The 
Easterner to be distrubuted 
at your business call the Ad-
vertising Department at 509-
359-7010
All content in The Easterner 
is either produced or cho-
sen by EWU students. Our 
goal is to provide relevant 
information to the students, 






Lenoix now works as 
an author, public speaker 
and workshop facilitator. 
Her book “Go to 
Hell,” was pub-
lished in 2011. 
Her current re-
sponsibil i t ies , 
however, did 






in 2014.  
Lenoix also 
finds time for 
family — she is 
the mother of 
two, the grand-
mother of four and the 
great-grandmother of one 
— and friendship.
“[She is] my friend, and 
I don’t say that lightly,” 
said EWU Pride Center 
director Sandy Williams, 
who not only introduced 
Lenoix, but shared per-
sonal stories of their in-
teractions throughout and 
after Lenoix’s talk. 
Lenoix spoke for about 
half an hour on self-love, 
forgiveness, graciousness 
toward others and per-
sonal empowerment. The 
core of her message re-
volved around “standing 
on your truth,” a concept 
which for Lenoix includes 













q u e s t i o n s 





ry and for personal advice. 
“It was really inspir-
ing to hear her story,” 
said Angela Rak, a se-
nior who attended with 
her boyfriend. “It was re-
freshing to hear her talk 
about the courage it takes 
to be yourself, as well 
as the love for yourself 
and others.” 
“Don’t be afraid to go 
to hell,” advised Lenoix. 
“Spend time with your-




to hear her 
talk about the 
courage it takes 
to be yourself, 
as well as the 







cial in the world of 
art; however, True 
does not focus on 
seeking originality 
for the sake of origi-
nality. Rather, he 
seeks the inspiration 
within himself and 
allows originality to 
follow in his form. 
“Beautiful Here” 
can be thought of as 
an open book: an in-
termittent project. 
True said he is 
hoping to display 
his photography 
in an exhibition 
in the future. Un-
til then, he can be 
found on Facebook 
by searching for 
“Beautiful Here.”
BEAUTIFUL:
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
whale song and the in-
tricacies of a bird’s chirp-
ing, slowed down to a 
fraction of its usual speed. 
He even talked about the 
sounds of space and how 
the deepest noise we have 
discovered is emitted by a 
black hole.
In the end though, it 
all came back to the earth. 
Halekas described the 
earth as a “singing planet” 
and a “sonic gem.”
The presentation was 
met with positive results, 
many of the attendees 
stating that it gave them a 
new respect for the music 
of nature.
“It was really interest-
ing to get a comprehensive 
view of it all, sound paired 
with nature,” said Andre 
Thibodaux, a senior. “The 
music can really unite us 
and nature on a level we 
don’t even understand. It 
is truly universal.”
Felicia Smith, also a se-
nior, agreed. “It was very 
eye opening. We really 
don’t think about the im-
pact sound has on us.”
“It expanded my con-
cept of sound,” said Ya-
sir Jaz, senior. “It was 
all about how to com-
municate with the world 
around you with sound 
and music.”
Halekas’ final mes-
sage to the attendees was 
a call to action. “I really 
encourage you to go out 
into our soundscapes and 
appreciate their beauty 
and majesty,” he conclud-
ed. “Because the world is 
changing and they might 
be more fleeting than any 
of us realize.”
ROOTS:
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
PRIDE WEEK:
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
GAME OF THRONES:
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
We are also introduced to Doran 
Martell, ruler of Dorne and older 
brother to Oberyn, who encoun-
tered a pretty nasty surprise to-
wards the end of last season. Fi-
nally we are given a character that 
is three-dimensional and doesn’t 
stoop to the level of vengeance at 
the drop of a hat. He puts the needs 
of his people above the blood-thirst 
of his family. It’s fascinating to see 
how a character like that exists 
and deals with the consequences of 
his restraint.
Arya sees a return to the screen after 
an episode of absence. Her journey in 
Braavos is where her story really kicks off 
in the books. Seeing it brought to life was 
certainly a highlight of the episode and 
will no doubt get much cooler before the 
season ends.
However, the best part of the epi-
sode again took place in the North, 
with the election of Jon Snow to the 
rank of Lord Commander. Sam al-
ways knows just what to say to win 
the crowd’s affection, and does so 
to great effect here. Everything in 
the North seems dire and immediate 
when compared to other locations 
and stories this season. There is a 
kind of elegant simplicity to the Wall 
that lends itself quite well to awe-
some acting moments as well as re-
ally cool set-piece action scenes.
The season seems to be picking 
up speed slightly with the second 
installment, but something still feels 
slow and weighty. Perhaps it’s be-
cause the first couple episodes are 
always a kind of recap of what has 
happened so far, and I’m optimis-
tic that as we move on through the 
weeks we will be given a more and 
more enticing show. 
how to drag and then 
at 6 p.m. students will be 
performing on campus. 
On Thursday, Eryn 
Woods will be putting 
on a concert at the cam-
pus mall at noon. At 4 
p.m. in the Pride Center, 
“How to be an LGBTQ 
ally,” will be hosted by 
MEChA. “Ash Beckham 
— A closet is no place to 
live” starts at 7 p.m. in 
Showalter Auditorium.
To conclude this year’s 
Pride Week, there will 
be a diversity dance and 
rainbow social at 6 p.m. in 
PUB 354.
Photo contributed by Benjamin True.
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Last week I wrote an opinion piece 
complaining about the cherry blossoms 
being taken out of the campus mall. 
This week I would 
like to apologize for 
casting landscape 
maintenance in a 
negative light.
There is an article 
in this issue explain-
ing that the reason 
the cherry blossoms 
were taken out was 
due to the trees being 
sick with sunscald, not 
because maintenance or the school just 
wanted them gone.
As a journalist and chief copy editor 
of The Easterner, it is my duty to get 
down to the truth and base my report-
ing off that.
With my last piece, I made an as-
sumption and my reporting on the 
assumption was not done well. While I 
did attempt to contact landscape main-
tenance, it was not right for me to rant 
and rave about something I knew little 
about at the time. I noticed the trees 
were gone and assumed Eastern did it 
for no reason.
I now understand why the trees were 
taken out and I am in full support of the 
decision. While they were beautiful and 
brought life to the campus mall, there is 
no point in having sick trees in such a 
lively part of Eastern.
With that said, I do hope something 
will take the place of the trees. The mall 
seems empty and lifeless without them. 
It would be awesome to see either new 
trees or possibly a fountain or some kind 
of sculpture in the middle of the mall 
with seating around it. Students could 
bask in the sun and read a good book or 
meet friends for a quick chat before their 
classes start.
I stand by my argument that there are 
other issues that need to be fixed around 
campus — both of the car barriers out-
side Patterson Hall are out of the ground 
now. It would be interesting to know 
what our guests from around the country 
during NCUR thought of our campus.
As mentioned in my previous piece, 
some at Eastern think the school has an 
image problem. With the PUB vote out 
of the way, it is time to focus on other 
parts of campus. The campus mall is 
now an empty void, it should be the 
next project.
To the cherry blossoms that once 
graced the campus mall, I’m sorry you 
got sunscald. It was a sad fate for all of 
you. Your stunning, pink flowers and 
sweet smell will truly be missed. Noth-
ing put in the mall will be able to match 
your beauty.
To landscape maintenance, I apolo-
gize. My reporting was poor and my 
opinion came too quickly and was based 
on a flawed assumption. I appreciate the 
work done to keep this campus looking 
beautiful and you deserve more respect 
than you may receive.
Oftentimes it seems as if the baby boomer genera-
tion has nothing better to do with their time than 
criticise younger generations. From 
the May 20, 2013 cover story of 
TIME Magazine entitled “The Me 
Me Me Generation: Millennials are 
lazy, entitled narcissists who live 
with their parents. Why they’ll save 
us all” to the more recent attack by 
artist Ajit Johnson, it kind of seems 
like we can’t catch a break.
Johnson’s posters capitalize on 
criticising the heavy use of technol-
ogy by younger generations, using 
the connection subtitle “#THISGEN-
ERATION” to really hammer in how much he hates the 
overabundance of technology in our society. Although 
Johnson isn’t a baby boomer, his arguments are the 
exact same arguments made not only by baby boom-
ers today about smartphones, but also by their parents 
about televisions, and their parents about radios, and 
their parents about books. 
The fact of the matter is this: technology has always 
been a point of contention by generations of people 
thinking that just because they grew up without fancy 
gadgets, their kids are wasting away by using it.
Johnson’s complaints are nothing new to the argu-
ment. He uses groundbreaking and shocking points like a 
picture of a phone icon reading “last seen: 8 sec ago” jux-
taposed with a minimalist book icon reading “last seen: 
8 months ago.” He also takes on subjects like blocking 
an ex on social media, having a date with a long distance 
partner over skype and the joyful experience when some-
one you want to talk to actually responds. 
All in all, Johnson’s complaints seem less like a 
brutal look at our dependence on technology and 
more like a fundamental misunderstanding of the 
scope of relationships today. For anyone who has 
friends who live across a state or across the world, 
there is a true joy to being able to talk to them so 
quickly and effortlessly. 
Even my parents, the baby boomers that they are, 
would never in a million years give up the ability to 
communicate instantaneously with old college friends 
so they could go back to writing letters and waiting 
weeks or months for a response that may never come.
At least with read receipts we know when someone 
is ignoring us.
And so what if people don’t read physical books 
as much anymore? Just because we aren’t picking up 
books doesn’t mean we aren’t reading — or has John-
son conveniently forgotten about e-readers, or even 
the huge expanse of websites full of news, information 
and, yes, even books available through the internet?
This technophobic, “edgy” art isn’t edgy or interest-
ing — it’s boring and it’s been done and, quite frankly, 
the fact that the internet community at large responded 
to Johnson’s ridiculous posters by parodying them says 
a lot about how seriously we take that kind of “com-
mentary on society.”
So, in short, I’d like to invite Johnson to remove his 
head from his rectal sphincter and maybe come down 
off his cloud of pretension and join the rest of us in our 
euphoric bliss of playing Words With Friends across 
state lines and having dinner dates over Skype. I prom-
ise it’s not as bad as you think.
@EasternerOnline - What landscaping do you think should be added to the campus mall? • Share your thoughts with us.
letters to the editor
Serving the EWU community since 1916
Requirements:
Editorial policy
-Letters should be 300 words 
or less and typed, or legibly 
handwritten.
-Include your full name, 
signature, telephone number and 
email address for verification.
-We reserve the right not to 
publish letters; furthermore, all 
letters are subject to editing.
-Letters must be received no later 
than Monday at 10 a.m. in order 
to be considered for publication 
the following Wednesday.
-If your letter is in response to a 
specific article, please list the title 
and date of the article.
We encourage the EWU 
community to submit letters and 
opinion pieces that conform to 
the requirements listed above. 
Opinion articles and letters to the 
editor do not necessarily reflect 
the views and opinions of The 
Easterner, its staff members or 










Your technophobic pretension is boring
Dear cherry blossoms, I’m sorry you got sunscald
# LAST GENERATION
WE ALL HAVE OPINIONS
Yup!
So you’re telling ME 
smartphones are evil?
Isn’t that what YOUR 
parents said about TV?
Just like CD’s, board 
games and the radio!
Didn’t people use to say 
that about BOOKS too?
Yup!
Yup! ...Um
......... I guess so!
Illustration by William Hayden
Illustration by Joseph Weeden
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apartments for EWU Students!Water polo is coming To EWU!
Text 253.389.5435 or Facebook Us!
co-ed and all skill levels welcome!
Hillary Clinton, former U.S. Secre-
tary of State, is basing the premise of her 
presidential campaign on America being 
a country of hard-
working values and 
middle-class support.
“Everyday Ameri-
cans need a cham-
pion. And I want to 
be that champion,” 
Clinton said. “So I’m 
hitting the road to 
earn your vote — be-
cause it’s your time. 
And I hope you’ll join 
me on this journey.”
Furthermore, Clinton came forward 
recently saying it’s everyone’s consti-
tutional right to marriage, regardless of 
sexual orientation.
“Hillary Clinton supports marriage 
equality and hopes the Su-
preme Court will come 
down on the side of same-
sex couples being guar-
anteed that constitutional 
right,” said Adrienne Elrod, 
a Clinton spokeswoman, in 
a statement.
As I was able to search 
on the Internet these recent 
events about Clinton, I al-
ready have a preconceived 
idea about who she is and 
her presidential bid.
However, many young voters aren’t so 
willing to search her. If they do, the top 
results aren’t too promising.
Many young adults claim they are 
planning on voting for Clinton because 
she’s a woman, not her past successes and 
political positions.
Clinton being a woman president, 
whether she wins or not, will forever be 
linked to her, regardless of her knowl-
edge and past experience in the politi-
cal spectrum.
A co-worker said she deleted an ac-
quaintance off Facebook because they said 
the reason they are voting for Clinton is 
because she’s a woman and feel America 
needs a woman in the White House.
The discussion as to why people vote 
for a presidential nomination on their gen-
der and race is a long one.
However, if Clinton wins the nomina-
tion, and ultimately the president’s chair, 
what can these voters expect, or ignorant-
ly deem righteous to ask of Clinton, if they 
didn’t vote for her on her expertise?
According to CNN’s Jennifer Lawless, 
“A win would mean a woman in the White 
House, which is a vital step in the march to-
ward women’s full political inclusion. But 
it’s possible that the march will end right 
there. We’ll break our arms patting our-
selves on the back for how far we’ve come.”
Voters will unknowingly be judge-
mental on the idea that because of Clinton’s 
gender identity, she must be willing to 
fight for the betterment and equality of 
women in regards to the pay 
gap, college education, birth 
control and sexual assault.
Putting these issues on 
Clinton because of her gen-
der is wrong and ignorant to 
assume. This strictly starts 
to become women’s issues 
versus being what is all of 
society’s issues.
Lawless said, “Pay in-
equities, sexual assault and 
human trafficking will per-
sist as challenges that no 
one person can solve, no matter how hard 
Clinton might try. ‘But we’ve elected a 
woman as president,’ we’ll say. Let her 
take care of it.”
Voting for a candidate based on their 
gender rather than their political ability is 
worse than not voting at all.
Clinton has a heavy load to carry 
through this campaign as a female bid. 
Gender stereotypes, derogatory meno-
pause comments and familial dissection 
are among us.
With the 2016 presidential ticket 
getting more crowded by the day, the 
Republican party needs to see a massive 
shift in ideology and 
strategy if they ever 
hope to sit in the White 
House ever again.
The core of the 
party was lost in the 
scramble to appease 
the most extreme con-
servatives of the tea 
party movement. It’s 
been that way since 
President Obama took 
office, where right 
from the start, the party took the stance 
to simply obstruct any and all progress 
in the House and the Senate simply to 
keep the president from being reelected. 
Indeed, just as Kentucky Senator Mitch 
McConnell said in a speech 
made back in 2010, “Our 
top political priority over 
the next two years should 
be to deny President Obama 
a second term.”
However, the major 
problem with this way of 
thinking is it sends a clear 
message to the American 
people. The unwillingness 
to compromise, or other-
wise known as governing, 
has left the people with 
a pretty bad taste in their 
mouth when it comes to the 
Republican party.
Republican is now a term synonymous 
with bigotry, ignorance and zealotry, which 
is exactly what the party does not stand for. 
Republicans primarily believe in a small 
government and a prohibitive military. 
Essentially, we don’t want the government 
to tell us what to do. That’s it. But that’s 
not what the party is about now. It has a 
victimhood complex, where Christianity is 
under constant siege and abortion doctors 
are going to come knock on your door, tear 
down your American flag and take your 
guns. And by God, if you disagree with 
them, you’re un-American.
There is a difference between criticism 
and treason. Realistic and fact-based de-
bate is the only way to bring our country 
out of this transition from the nuclear age 
into the information age.
There is no shortage of sound-bites of 
stupid things politicians say on both ends 
of the isle. Both Democrats and Republi-
cans in our capital are out of touch and 
completely uninterested in actually do-
ing anything to benefit the people. Make 
no mistake, I have no illusions about how 
many foolish decisions the Democratic 
party makes, but of all the parties that 
need a makeover, the folks in the blue 
ties are not nearly as much of a concern. 
Ultra-liberalism is just as dangerous as 
ultra-conservatism and meeting some-
where in the middle is the only solution.
If the Republican party 
wants to stand a chance 
against Hillary Clinton, or 
any other democratic nomi-
nee, it is going to need to 
show that it is willing to 
govern with people other 
than its own. Will the su-
per-conservative base reject 
the party? Potentially. But if 
so, the super-conservative 
base needs to change.
Governing is about 
more than just getting what 
you want; it’s about help-
ing out everyone. Yes, there 
are problems in social pro-
grams in the country. Does that mean ev-
eryone on welfare is part of this so-called 
entitlement generation? Is every illegal 
immigrant here to usurp our jobs and 
language and sell guns? Is what one per-
son does in the privacy of their bedroom 
going to, in any way, affect you?
Please, Republicans, come back to re-
ality. Give me back my party.
@EasternerOnline -  Do you feel the presidential campaigns are interesting? • Share your opinion with us.
Illustration by Joseph WeedenIllustration by Joseph Weeden






Political parties are petty
Voters need to be mindful of expertise, not gender Republicans need to come back to reality
“Realistic and fact-
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Although the EWU men’s ten-
nis team was eliminated from post-
season play, it had a lot to play for 
in its final match of the season on 
April 15, where Eastern defeated 
the University of Idaho, 4-3.
The Eagles headed into the 
match with a record of 4-6 in con-
ference play, while the Vandals sat 
at 8-2. EWU grabbed the coveted 
doubles point, winning 2 of the 3 
one-set doubles matches.
The team of Robert Dula and 
Eduardo Martinez set down Ida-
ho’s first doubles, 6-3, while the 
third doubles team of Eduardo 
Bringold and Luke Ness battled in 
a tough set and won after breaking 
Idaho’s third doubles team in the 
deciding game for a 6-4 victory.
With all six matches starting at 
the same time, the second, third 
and fourth singles matches ended 
first, with the Vandals claiming 
victories in all three. Vuk Vuckovic 
lost a tough, three-set battle in the 
third singles slot, while Eduardo 
Martinez and Wacil Bendjelti fell 
in two sets in the second and third 
singles spots, respectively.
With the first three matches go-
ing to the Vandals, the Eagles need-
ed to close the day winning its last 
three matches to claim its best win 
of the season. In the sixth singles 
position, senior Stefan Farrar post-
ed a 6-1, 4-6, 6-4 win in his final col-
legiate match, where he built up a 
5-2 lead in the third set and held on 
for the win.
In the fifth singles position, 
Bringold played his second intense 
match of the day, facing up and 
downs in a 6-4, 3-6, 7-5 victory. 
Like Farrar, Bringold held on to 
a sufficient lead in the third set to 
clinch the third point of the day for 
the Eagles.
The first singles match was a 
tight-knit battle all throughout, 
with EWU’s Dula winning the first 
set, 7-6 (7-5). Idaho’s Odon Barta 
nabbed the second set, 6-3, forcing 
a third set that would decide both 
the singles and the entire match. 
With Barta serving down 4-5, Dula 
raced out to a 40-0 lead in the pen-
ultimate game and finished off 
Barta two points later, giving the 
Eagles a signature win to close out 
the season.
For EWU, it is the program’s 
first win over Idaho since 2009 and 
just the sixth win over the Vandals 
since 1984.
“For these guys, it’s the best win 
of their career here. To me, it’s just 
the beginning of where it should 
go. Idaho’s a good team, we haven’t 
beaten them in six years,” said first-
year head coach Steve Clark, who 
coached nationally ranked teams at 
Texas Tech and UC Irvine.
Clark has focused on funda-
mentals and hard work in his first 
year at the helm, implementing 
FOCUS: fundamentals, opportuni-
ty, conditioning, unity and success.
“One of the things that I try 
and put in to the guys every day is 
if you always give your best, you 
will sometimes play your best, and 
one time be the best. We gave our 
best, we didn’t play our best, but 
we still beat the best. And we were 
the best today,” said Clark. “It was 
a great team effort all-around, and 
even though our season is done, 
we will be back to the weights to-
morrow morning.”
A jam-packed weekend for 
the EWU track and field team re-
sulted in 10 top 10 school record 
marks and four qualifying marks, 
as the Big Sky Conference cham-
pionships nears closer and closer 
on the Eagles’ schedule.
The Eagles had two separate 
meets in California, with the Mt. 
SAC Relays in Walnut on April 16 
and 17 and the Beach Invitational 
at Cerritos College in Norwalk on 
April 17 and 18.
The top performer of the 
weekend for the Eagles was fresh-
man Jeremy VanAssche in the 
100-meter dash, where he tied 
a school record with a time of 
10.43 seconds, finishing second 
in the event. VanAssche tied the 
15-year-old school record set by 
Johnnie Williams in 1999.
“[VanAssche’s] 10.43 was 
exceptional,” said men’s head 
coach Stan Kerr. “I remember 
working with Johnnie Williams, 
who now shares the record with 
[VanAssche], and thinking at 
that time it’d be a long time be-
fore anyone touched his 100-me-
ter record.”
VanAssche capped off an al-
ready successful weekend by qual-
ifying for the conference cham-
pionships in the 200-meter dash, 
posting a time of 21.44 seconds, 
good for seventh all-time at EWU.
Austin Upmeyer was the sec-
ond men’s runner to hit a quali-
fying mark over the weekend, 
with a time of 48.81 seconds in 
the 400-meters. Indoor long jump 
champion Trenton Osborn com-
peted for the first time in the out-
door season, promptly reaching 
the qualifying mark with a leap of 
23-1 3/4.
The fourth qualifier of the 
weekend for the Eagles was Katie 
Mahoney in the 1,500-meter, run-
ning a time of 4:28.69. Mahoney 
finished just short of qualify-
ing in the 800-meter, running a 
2:13.54, with the qualifying mark 
set at 2:12.
Senior Jordan Arakawa had a 
season best in the hammer throw, 
throwing it for a distance of 211-3 
and winning the event at the Mt. 
SAC Relays.
Arakawa has finished second 
in the hammer throw twice in the 
outdoor conference champion-
ships and is looking to cap off his 
career at EWU with a champion-
ship in his final season.
“The exciting thing with [Ara-
kawa] is that he’ll be throwing 
from his home ring,” said Kerr.
The women’s 4x100-meter 
relay team — Paige Hammock, 
Erika Lombardo, Brooke Monson 
and Rebecca Tarbert — posted a 
win at the Beach Invitational with 
a time of 46.91 seconds, which 
ranks ninth in school history.
Monson found success in the 
400-meters as well, running a per-
sonal best of 56.18 seconds, rank-
ing second in program history.
Other personal bests set by 
EWU women over the weekend 
included Morena Mannucci in the 
triple jump, Obinna Nnadi in the 
100-meter dash and Catie Arrigo-
ni in the 5,000-meters.
“We had some outstanding 
performances from so many ath-
letes on the team,” said women’s 
head coach Marcia Mecklenburg.
A trio of men’s distance run-
ners set personal bests over 
the weekend as well. Stephen 
Bottoms ran a 3:53.80 in the 
1,500-meters, Aaron Brenton 
ran the 3,000-meters steeple-
chase in 9:32.47 seconds and 
Austin Oser ran a 15:03.06 in 
the 5,000-meters.
“The competitions at Mt. 
SAC and the Beach Invitational 
over the last few days show how 
valuable it is to have these high-
caliber meets on our schedule,” 
said Kerr. “We still have work 
to do before the championships, 
but this weekend’s team effort 
was a great experience to be a 
part of.”
The Eagles will take part in 
the Spokane Memorial Open on 
April 25, with it being one of just 
two meets the team has remain-
ing before the Big Sky Conference 
championships begin at Roos 
Field on May 13.
Track and field heating up
Photo by Anna Mills
Photo by Anna Mills
An EWU track and field athlete competes in the high jump at the Pelluer Invitational on April 11.
EWU tennis athlete prepares for a play.
Ten school records set,  






Men’s tennis team finishes season strong, beats Idaho
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Students may not be 
aware that an EWU Cross-
Fit club, called Eagle Fit, 
exists, or that it participat-
ed in the first ever Palouse 
Throwdown tournament 
on April 18 in Pullman, 
Washington, hosted by the 
WSU CrossFit club.  
It was the first of many 
competitions to come for the 
growing club, which was 
formed in the fall of 2012. 
The club cannot offi-
cially use the name Cross-
Fit until it has a CrossFit 
level one certified member 
and appeal to be a Cross-
Fit affiliate, so for now the 
club are is called the Eagle 
Fit club. It is hoping to be-
come an official CrossFit 
club by the Fall.
Six members of Eagle 
Fit went to Pullman for the 
tournament. Four compet-
ed as a team, one compet-
ed individually and one 
went for support due to 
an unrelated injury. Alto-
gether, the club has about 
10 members.
The four member team 
consisted Connor Darrow, 
Shelby Peerboom, club 
president Tatiana Schnei-
der and the club’s certi-
fied fitness coach Patrick 
Schneider. 
“[The tournament offi-
cials] told us the workouts 
ahead of time, but we didn’t 
know what it would feel like 
until we actually got there,” 
said Darrow. 
The team placed 12th of 
the 12 that competed and ac-
knowledged plenty of room 
for improvement. 
“For our first competi-
tion, we learned a lot. We 
know what to expect now,” 
said Patrick Schneider.
Individually compet-
ing was Karla Lazarte who 
placed 10th overall. Sup-
porting the competitors 
was Caylem Nunes, who 
club members said was 
most likely to place in the 
top 3 had he actually been 
able to compete. 
The club members said 
everyone is welcome and is 
encouraged to join, regard-
less of fitness levels. 
“Everyone thinks it’s 
only for people who want 
to do CrossFit 24/7 and eat 
nothing but lettuce and 
steak, but it’s really open 
to anybody who just wants 
to get in shape or have fun 
working with a team,” 
said Darrow.
Fresh off the Big Sky Title, the 
EWU men’s basketball program 
has already lost seven players: 
Tyler Harvey to pursue the NBA, 
three seniors, two letter winners 
and Ogjen Miljkovick. Four of 
these players were starters.
Aside from signing point 
guard Michael Wearne and Jesse 
Hunt, Eastern has added four 
more players to the roster for the 
2015-2016 season. Newcomers to 
the team are Ty Gibson, Enrico 
“Rico” Nuno, Geremy McKay 
and Grant Gibb.  
McKay, a forward transfer-
ring to Eastern from the Univer-
sity of Albany, and guard Gibb 
from Mark Morris High School 
in Longview, Washington, will 
both be redshirting next season.
“I am beyond excited to join 
the EWU family; it’s just such a 
great community and basketball 
program,” said McKay. “Coach 
Hayford has done a great job es-
tablishing a family atmosphere 
and I cannot wait to be a part of 
it all.”  
Gibb and McKay will redshirt 
their first season at Eastern.
“[McKay] has to redshirt for 
NCAA rules when you’re trans-
ferring from one division, one 
school, to another. You have to 
sit out a year,” said head coach 
Jim Hayford. “We are redshirting 
[Gibb] to have a year of develop-
ing strength and getting used to 
the system.”
Even though [Gibb] will be 
redshirting, he said, “I plan on 
working hard during my red 
shirt year to fill whatever role is 
needed on the team.” 
Gibson, a point guard, is from 
Issaquah, Washington. Earning 
minutes to play will have to be 
his priority from the moment he 
steps into his first practice. 
“[Gibson] is one of the three 
freshman point guards who will 
be working for minutes on the 
court, along with Will Ferris, 
who redshirted this year, and 
Michael Wearne, who we signed 
in the fall,” said Hayford. 
“I expect to knock down open 
shots and play tough defense,” 
said Gibson. 
Nuno, a forward originally 
from Diablo Valley College in 
California, will be an incoming 
sophomore at EWU next fall. 
“I am very excited, all the 
guys seem great and I am look-
ing forward to working with 
them,” said Nuno. “I’m not 
sure what role I will play yet, I 
am just looking to come in and 
contribute for the team and 
win games.” 
“We expect [Nuno] to be a 
part playing rotation right from 
the beginning,” said Hayford. 
“He’s real unique, one of the big-
gest guys on the team, but he is 
also outstanding outside shooter, 
so he is a very versatile player.”
Venky Jois, the lone starter 
will be returning in the 2015-2016 
season, along with last season’s 
top three subs Von Hofe, Sir 
Washington, Big Sky freshman 
of the year, Bogdan Bliznyuk and 
the two letter winners Kyle Reid 
and Frederik Jorg. Eagle fans 
should be ready for this upcom-
ing 2015-2016 season. 
Hayford on next season said, 
“I think that the big sky will be 
very competitive again. This year 
we won 12 of 14 conference wins 
by 10 points or less. I think there 
will be a lot of parity in the big 
sky again next year and we can 
be in the thick of the hunch.” 
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Tyler Harvey goes in for the hoop at the NCAA tournament game against Georgetown on March 19.
Top left to right: Karla Lazarte, Shelby Peerboom, and Tatiana Schneider.
Bottom left to right: Connor Darrow, Caylem Nunes and Patrick Schneider.
Coach Hayford has done a great job 
establishing a family atmosphere and 
I cannot wait to be a part of it all.
Geremy McKay
 EWU Redshirt Forward
“
Eagle Fit club in the beginning stages, awaiting certification
April 25: Track and Field
at Spokane Memorial 
Open
April 25: Track and Field
at Cougar Invitational, 
at Mooberry Track  
Complex
April 25: Women’s Ten-
nis at Big Sky  
Championship
April 25: Men’s Tennis
at Big Sky  
Championship
April 26: Women’s Ten-
nis at Big Sky  
Championship
April 26: Men’s Tennis 
at Big Sky  
Championship
Basketball recruits locals, transfers
Photo contributed by the Eagle Fit club
